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Hero’s Deli
1900 E. Military
Fremont
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August 26, 2005
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We Have Good Coverage Again!

146.070/146.670 3.275/448/275

On Saturday morning, August 13, a group of us convened at 26677 County Road 10,
about 4 miles east of Window. The group included, Don KB@V1Y, Steve KFGMS,
Mac WUV Q, Larry K@SW, Jim NJAIH, Larry KCPUXB, Barney WZBLM and
Lance WN@L . Steve brought along enough rope to hoist everything up the 180 foot
tower. Mac had previously designed and built a fantastic antenna mount for the Phelps
Dodge. Jim brought his 443.275 MHz repeater and atri-band vertical antenna. |
brought a carload of stuff, including 230 feet of ¥2" hardline (coax). Within 3 hours,
everything was up and functioning. Jim’s repeater was on the air!

Sunday, August 14, 2005, the 146.07/67 repeater, again, moved! Thistime, to aloca
tion approximately 14 miles northeast of Fremont. It is housed at an old AT& T micro-
wave site. The building and tower is owned by Rob Nall, WV@S, Heartland Towers, of
Topeka, KS. The building has avariety of AT& T equipment sitting idle. It'simpres-
sivel

As mentioned, thereis only one antenna mounted above the tower, at about 185 feet.
There are two repeaters inside the building. According to Heartland Towers, “Most
Towers and Tower Shelter Structures are Blast Resistant rated per AT& T specifica-
tions’. The other repeater carriesthe callsign NGAIH. Jim Sanford, from Blair, is the
trustee of that machine.

For now, we arein a“test” mode with the repeaters. Jim and | are trying to map the
coverage of each repeater before separating them from the single feed line and antenna.

There is an occasional bit of “intermod”. This occurs when both transmitters are keyed
simultaneoudly. The “intermod” was much more predominant when using an Austin™
triplexer. When we swapped it out with a Diamond™ triplexer, it was much less, but
still does happen. Our old nemesis, Murphy, did not take Sunday off, but we managed to
fix the problems he threw at us!

So far, the coverage has been very good. Blair has been nearly impossible to reach
on .67, but now it is possible on either repeater. An early report from Bellevue and
Omaha has been good on both frequencies. Rich KBBARZ had a good signal from
Schuyler.

Not enough input from west or north yet to judge. Handheld coverage from Fremont
il isn’'t good. Hopefully, the Phelps Dodge antenna and dedicated feedline will help.
Weather, schedules and shipping permitting, we should make another trip up to install a
couple more feed lines and antennas sometime next month., or maybe sooner!

For those interested, | will have a PowerPoint presentation with photos of the site run-
ning before and after the meeting.

73 de WN@L



Pioneer Amateur Radio Club Minutes
July 205
Pioneer Amateur Radio Club gathered for
dinner at 630 PM on Friday, July 22, 2005,

at Hero’Gambino’s in Fremont, Nebraska.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30
PM by President Steve Benke, KFOMS.

) He introduced the speaker for evening,

Joe Eisenberg, KGNEB from Lincoln,
who presented two dide shows on the
Dayton 2005 Convention. Joe also an-

swered questions after the presentations.
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PARC Net
Every
Wednesday
7 p.m.
146.67
Repeater

After the program, KF@MS again called
the meeting to order at 757 PM. There were
18 people present. Everybody introduced
themsel ves.

KFZM S passed around flyers for the AK-
SARBEN and Missouri Valley FleaMar-
kets. Mel Cunningham, K@V LA passed
around this Field Day pictures. Rich Me-
haffey, KBAARZ aso had Field Day pic-
tureson atable.

The minutes for the June 2005 meeting
was approved as printed in the July PARC
News.

The Treasurer’s report was approved as
printed in the July PARC News. In addition,
Dave Bauer, NOLGU moved that al bills
be paid. The motion, seconded by
KBJARZ, was approved.
...Correspondence...

KFZMS presented QSL cards from Field
Day to Jennie Poe for her first amateur radio
contacts.

Jane Mehaffey, KB@ZUN received a let-
ter from Anna Luebker, widow of Leonard
Luebker.

...Committee Reports...

Field Day - Larry Martens, K@OSW gave a
summary of the 2005 Field Day. Complete
information isin the PARC News.

FleaMarket - KBARZ gave a summary
of the 2005 FleaMarket. A total 86 people
attended with 13 tables rented. All good
comments were received. There may bea
conflict in 2006 as John C. Fremont Days
fall on July 15.

Picnic - Scheduled for September 25 at
530 PM. A Board Mesting will be held on
the same date prior to the picnic at 5 PM.
There will NOT be a PARC meeting on
September 23.

Christmas Party - KB@ZUN reported that
atentative date of December 2 has been set.
Hospitality - Nothing to report.

Public Relations - Nothing to report.
Technical - Nothing to report.
Education -Nothing to report.

ARES Net Manager - KCOKKE reviewed Net
Control assignments.

ARES - Dave Theophilus, WZNRW reported
that he has ARES sign-up sheets for anybody
that isinterested in emergency communica-
tions.

...0ld Business... Nothing to report.

...New Business... KBJARZ led a discus-
sion on Special Events Station in 2006 per the
lead articlein the July PARC News. He will
present additional information at the August
meeting. Anybody with ideas should get in
touch with Rich.

...Sharing... WONRW invited everybody to
join himon 144.2 and 432.1 MHz SSB.

In the drawing for the POT, the name of John
Beranek, KCOKKE was drawn. He turned the
POT back into the club.

There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 825 PM.

Following adjournment, KF@M S read a hu-
morous article on definitions.

Recorded by Secretary Dave Theophilus, WANRW.

Pioneer Amateur Radio Club
Treasurer'sReport - August 2005
Savings $139.68
Checking 479.63
Total $619.31

Income:
Drawing Pot 3.75
Dues 20.00
Flea Mkt Food Proft 145.00
Flea Mkt Profit 85.00
Church Rent Ret Deposit 50.00
Total Income $303.75
Expenses:
Newdletter & Postage 73.68
Total Expenses $73.68
Submitted by Treasurer, Sharon Martens
KBOTVB

We want to take a club group photo that we
can use for promotion and correspondence.

Please make plans to attend this upcoming
meeting, SO we can get as many people as pos-
sible.

WEe'll try again at the club picnic if you
can't make it here.




L ook At The Commander!!!!

Commander gave Jenny her two QSL cardsfrom Field Day.

We had the opportunity to go along with an antenna crew the other day to a
very large tower to put up aVHF triband antenna.

Wow —what a site and what a wealth of learning about commercial installation
practices and engineering methods! The guys would not
let me climb the tower (thank goodness), so we spent
some time studying the egquipment and grounding of

t & St ff the feed lines entering the shelter. All feed lines enter
n ennas u ee el through ameta bulkhead panel set inthewall. This
panel is connected to a ground screen by a couple of #4
(heavy) copper wires routed outside of the building.

| am assuming the “ground screen” is buried under
the soil outside the shack and there is probably a#4 or heavier bare ground
cable buried al aong the outside perimeter walls of the building to protect
it from lightning.

Inside of the shack sports a heavy copper bar with tapped holesin it
mounted on the wall just above the floor. Perfect for lightning arresters
and ground |eads to the equipment.

We had a videotape of this type of grounding system made by Poly-
phaser, that we viewed at the radio club meeting several years ago. Maybe
I candigit out if thereisany interest in seeing it again.

Its kind of neat to see how the commercial communications systems were
built to survive lightning and power outages and keep working no matter
what happens outside.

Maybe we should take alook at our own antenna system feed lines com-
ing into the shack.

73 de KASW




"# %! % &!'

HO”
#* +

http://home.alltel.net/
~jlhoffman/index.htm

e Pleelll Llelld
/ f tr T Y / f S Aug. 16 Ross Mehaffey
N\ Aug. 30 Frank Veverka
: Sept. 6 Dok Doksansky
\ Sept. 10 Rich Mehaffey
\
(¥ ( \ '
+
( S
: | "#$ & =" /6
s , (7> " %
I #$ 7 % HH
| % ( - 56
70 T [ % S8 ) ' ) o
T + I + ? 2
' ‘2 :& # $ ( - @
" % 7> % + 58
$ 3/2 //3 : % &+ 50 (( . 0 A2
/ $ [ ' 7 & %
+ 3 2 | % 59 (7> + /8 =1 &
% & ; '

+ 4 ?.)|/0$ % l— 0 = P ?B c
. 5003 I_$ & DD -1 % ?
% ' % ( 5 D 7 ( 57

e & =" 5% D




