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      Day One at North Bend Elemen-
tary went pretty good for Steve and me 
as we worked both coasts on 20 me-
ters. We had 10 students who had 
signed up for the amateur radio dem-
onstration.  
      Despite an S6 noise level in the 
school that we have fought the last 3 
years, I put out a CQ on 20 meters for 
a school demonstration contact.  
      WA1ENO, Tony in Hanover, MA 
came right back. He said we were only 
an S3 but perfectly readable. He was 
about 1 S unit above the noise in the 
school but the kids could hear him ok. 
His wife Anne, WB1ARU 
was in the station so we 
worked her also. She 
made the comment that 
she was a teacher so 
enjoyed talking to the 
North Bend students.  
      Our demonstration 
hour was about up so we 
ended that contact, but 
N6VJD in Los Angeles 
broke in for a short contact. He was 
about the same signal strength but we 
were stronger at his location than on 
the east coast contact. He told the kids 
he was originally from Cuba.  
      I have printed off the license infor-
mation and maps for all three contacts 
to show the kids.  
      Day Two in North Bend comes to-
morrow from 2 PM - 3 PM.  

Dave T. W0NRW 

    Day Two at North Bend went even 
better than yesterday, despite the high 
noise level.  
    We made 6 contacts today, and even 
found ourselves in the middle of a 
small pileup. All the contacts were on 
20 meters. Today we worked Carl, 
WA4ZMR in Knoxville, TN;  
    Lance, WN0L in NE; Allen, K6USN in 
CA; Rik, W2RIK in NY; Bill, K2WH in 
NJ; and Hank, KI4MF in NC.  
    On the stronger contacts we were 
able to let the kids talk a bit and ask 
questions. All the contacts told the kids 
about themselves and how they got 
interested in amateur radio.  
    Lance told us that there was an Alas-
kan station calling us but we couldn't 
pull him out of the noise.  
    All in all we had a great time.  

Dave T. W0NRW 

10 North Bend Students 
Joined Radio Day Demo 

PARC Renewed As 
Special Service Club 
    Pioneer Amateur Radio Club has been 
officially renewed as a Special Service 
Club. Through the work of its members, 
this club  is recognized for its continued 
efforts on behalf of Amateur Radio and 
services to its community. 
    This is per a personnel letter to Steve 
Benke, KF0MS, from Rose-Anne Law-
rence, KB1DMW, Club Assistant. 



� � � � �� �Pioneer  Amateur  Radio Club 
M inutes for  March 2006 

   Pioneer Amateur Radio Club gathered for 
dinner at 630 PM on Friday, March 24, 
2006, at Hero’s/Gambino’s in Fremont. 
   Meeting was called to order at 730 PM by 
President Steve Benke, KF0MS.  19 people 
present, who introduced themselves.  Steve 
passed around several Hamfest flyers, and a 
bag of connectors for the taking.  
   Minutes for the February 2006 meeting 
were approved as printed in the March 
PARC News, with the correction Rich Me-
haffey, KB0ARZ donated a dollar back to 
PARC from his winning POT. 
   Treasurer’s report was approved as printed 
in March PARC News. Mel Cunningham, 
K0VLA moved all bills be paid.  Motion, 
seconded by Dick Felt, KB0QWM, was ap-
proved. 
…Correspondence… None received.  
…Committee Repor ts… Field Day - Larry 
Martens, K0SW said Field Day events 
would be coordinated with the Special Event 
committee since the two events will overlap.  
Let Larry know what bands you will be us-
ing and what equipment you will be bring-
ing.  They also need volunteers to be greet-
ers and guides.  Lance Hoffman, WN0L said 
he would like to have a second monitor on 

RTTY so that on-
lookers could see what 
was happening. 
   Picnic – Dave Theo-
philus, W0NRW said 
the event will be Sep-
tember 17 at 530 PM.  
A PARC board meet-
ing will be held at 5.. 
    Chr istmas Par ty - 
Jane Mehaffey, 
KB0ZUN was not pre-
sent.  
   Hospitality – Sharon 
Martens, KB0TVB 
said she would send a 
card to Betty Johnson, 
wife of Carl Johnson, 
W0GAJ.  Betty had 
heart surgery recently.  
               Education – 
KF0MS said he had 
two names of people 
interested in a class 

but more are needed.  Let him know of peo-
ple who are interested.  
   Technical – Nothing to report. 
   ARES – Dave Theophilus, W0NRW re-
ported  the National Weather Service spotter 
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Pioneer  Amateur  Radio Club  
Treasurer 's Repor t - Apr il 2006  

Savings                                             $130.68  
Checking                                            770.34  
Total                                                 $901.02  
Income:  
Dues                                                   $ 33.00  
Drawing Pot Donation                            4.00  
Flea Market Donation                             7.75  
Total Income                                     $44.75  
Expenses:  
Newsletter and Postage                       $ 7.50  
Total Expenses                                   $ 7.50 
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training for Dodge County is scheduled for April 26 at Christensen Field at 7 
PM.  The full list of spotter training sessions is available on the NWS-Valley 
website.  Nebraska Severe Weather Awareness Week was held on March 27-
31.  Central Plains Severe Weather Symposium was scheduled for April 1 in 
Lincoln.  NWS radar displays are using a new format.  The OMMRS equip-
ment has been delivered to FAMC and is kept in a locked cabinet in a computer 
classroom, which would be the command center during an emergency situation.  
    ARES Net Manager  – John Beranek, KC0KKE passed around sign-up 
sheets for Net Controls.  John asked the group to think about having a NCS sta-
tion donating a dollar if they miss their assigned net with John donating a dollar 
for those who don’ t miss their net.  He also mentioned the lack of experience of 
passing formal traffic.  KF0MS suggested having the NCS stations pass formal 
traffic for their net summary to John. 
    Old Business…None reported. 
    New Business…Book Sale - W0NRW reminded members of the Friends of 
the Library annual book sale on April 6-9 at the City Auditorium. 
    Repeaters – WN0L and KF0MS gave members an update on the local re-
peater problems and possible solutions. 
    Nor folk Convention – KF0MS said attendance was down because of the 
winter weather.  He said he was impressed by the quality of the antenna semi-
nar by Roger Cox from Lincoln. 
    K0SW said his antenna column in the March PARC News should be accred-
ited to DX Magazine, who gave us permission to reprint it. 
    Flea Market – The question was asked about PARC having a table for do-
nated items to be sold.  Apparently the answer is yes.  KC0KKE said that 
cream puffs will be donated for the snack bar.  
    In the drawing for the POT, the name of Dave Theophilus, W0NRW was 
drawn.  He was present and donated the $4.00 back to the club. 
    There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 756 PM 
    Following adjournment, KF0MS read two humorous articles. 
    Todd LeMense, KK0DX then presented an interesting program on the dos 
and don’ ts of QSLs.   

Todd also reported that the AKSARBEN ARC April meeting would have a 
program about the Nebraska QSO Party, which is scheduled for April 22-23. 

    Recorded by Secretary Dave Theophilus, W0NRW 
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    Last month’s column about DX operating tips 
by Uncle DX was reprinted by permission from 
Carl, N4AA, at the “The DX Magazine” .  Carl 
said he did not write it but the fellow that did has 
a lot of important comments about DX operation 
on the HF bands.  Phone and CW both! I guess 
that could applied to VHF operating also, espe-
cially 6 meters.  The 3L’s are still the best way to 
operate.  Listen, listen again then listen some 
more!  Make your calls count! 
    There is a really great article in World Radio 
magazine by Kurt N. Sterba, on page 59 of the 
May issue.  Titled “SWR” in the Aerials column 
he really explains SWR 
so we can all under-
stand it.  Kurt is one of 
the great “Ghost”  writ-
ers along with “Uncle 
DX” .  Maybe we can 
set up a club program 
showing how to check 
and antenna “SWR” 
without a transmitter. 
    We have been examining a Buddipole antenna 
system on loan from one of our members.  It is a 
complete antenna kit rolled up in a canvas bag 
and easily carried in one hand.  Including the 
mast!  Wow!  We assembled it in the basement 
and hooked it to the old Drake R4B receiver for 
some shortwave listening.  It seems to work well, 
so the next step is to get it out in the yard for 
some transmitting tests when the weather and 
time allow. 
    You remember the RF exposure questions on 
your license exam?  That’s why I don’ t want to 
transmit into the antenna that’s in the same room 
with me.  There is enough stuff out there trying to 
zap me without cooking myself with my own RF.  
Hi! 

73 es keep listening  De KØSW 

     Dayton is just around the corner.  
Sounds like we have a good group going.  

I've never been, so I can't tell you what you will be miss-
ing if you aren't one of the group.   
     The professor, W0NRW and I, spent the last 2 after-
noons at the North Bend Elementary School talking to 10 
six graders about ham radio.  
When we ask for them to talk on 
the radio or have them ask ques-
tions, you just have to be ready 
for most anything.  Last year one 
young man said that Morse code 
is better than judo.  I guess I had 
just never thought of it quite that 
way before.  This year we were 
talking to a guy and his teacher 
wife in Boston and asked if any-
one had any questions for them.  One young lady stepped 
up to the mic and asked what country they were from.  
You know they do have a kinda funny accent up thata 
way.  I would encourage anyone that has never done this 
to give it a try.  It is an enjoyable time.  We made more 
contacts this year than last.  I don't know why, but we did.  
We were actually at the bottom of a small pile up that we 
hadn't anticipated.  Dave did his best not having been on 
that end of the pile before.   
     I guess we had better start thinking more of field day/ 
special event station a little more.  They are getting pretty 
close.  This needs to be a "CLUB" project and we need as 
many as possible to participate in one way or another.  
I'm sure Rich can find something for you to do if you ask.  
Just ask.   
     I am waiting for KA0NCR to pull up out front so we can 
go to a bike ride in Lincoln.  3 of us hams will be riding 
that I know of.  NF0N, Mike, is coming from Sioux City to 
ride also.  If I can get my camera to give up it's pics I will 
try to get some for the newsletter down the road.  We 
have been discussing how to arrange antennas and rigs 
on our bikes so we can run Bicycle Mobile.   
     Does anyone belong to any organizations that are ham 
related that could give a short presentation to the club so 
maybe more would know about it ? ?  You may get a few 
new members if they know about it.  I think we are going 
to hear about QCWA, HDXA, & BMHA, but if there are 
any others that you know of please contact Rich so he 
can get you on the list.  Any presentations you may have 
please let Rich know. 
   Hope to see everyone at the club meeting on the 28th 
at the usual place.       KF0MS, Steve.                 
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Saturday, May 6, 2006 

8 am—2 p.m 
Saunders Co. Fairgrounds 

1st & South Pine Sts    Wahoo, NE 
Admission: $3 or 2 for $5 

Tables : $10 each, 2 for $15 & $5 for each additional 
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9th Annual Flea Market 

Saturday, July 15, 2006 
St. Charles Parish Center   8th & Locust St.     

North Bend, NE 
Admission $2. Donation at the door 

8’ Space is $5 in Advance—or $7 At the door 
Door Prizes 

Food by: Darlene’s Diner (N0LOP) 

Contact: Rich Mehaffey KB0ARZ 
402-652-3410       mehaffey@dtnspeed.net 
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