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We were monitoring the 80 meter CW band the other night and happened to come across areally beau-
tiful signal on 3505KHz sending perfect code with a“bug”. He signed as George AA7JV in Florida.

A “bug” is amechanical semi-automatic telegraph key that makes dits with a spring and weights and
you make the dahs yourself with a paddle type lever.

George was working arun of stations in Europe and just having aball. K5ZG broke in and asked one
of the DX stations to move frequency for a QSO and George stood by till they made their sked, then he
resumed his rag chewing with the DX stations.

Hearing this very excellent and polite operator set off some thoughts of nostal-
giaand since our commander has asked for some comments about the zero call
district, | started thinking about some @s that made an impression on me 44 years
ago.

In the fall of 1963, | managed to pass the Novice exam in the radio room at the
old Navy Reserve station at Midland College. The elmer and mentor for learning
the code was Tom Shires, W@FXH, who had been a Navy radio operator in World
War Il. An ex-coast guard radio operator in the class was Bob Carlson, WA@HBS
(High Button Shoes) who helped us learn the code and how to tie knots. After an
anxious 6-week wait for WN@HAL license to come in the mail, | met Tom
Bracket, KAIFN, and he helped me put up an antenna and get on the air. My code
speed increased rapidly and | found that | could not send fast enough on a straight
key anymore. Then | met Harry Snyder, W@GNVE, and he demonstrated a :
Vibroplex Lightning bug that he had used in the Merchant Marines during WWII.
It just so happened that KAJFN had a Vibroplex Original bug that he was not us-
ing, since he learned the electronic key. A deal was made that | could buy his
_ bug, if | promised to sell it back to

him when | was through with it.

| used that old Vibroplex key
from 1964 until around 1980. At
one of the PARC Field Days, my
bug got stepped on and broke the
paddles, so Tom sat and whittled out '
anew paddle from apieceof clear
Plexiglasand it is still on that key
today.

(Continued on Page 3)




Pioneer Amateur Radio Club Minutes
February 2007

The Pioneer Amateur Radio Club gathered for din-
ner at 630 PM on Friday, February 23, 2007, at
Hero’ ssGambino’ s in Fremont, Nebraska

Meeting called to order at 730 PM by President
Steve Benke, KFOMS. 16 people present, who intro-
duced themselves.

Minutes for January 2007 meeting were approved as
printed in the February 2007 PARC News.

Treasurer’s report approved as printed in February
2007 PARC News. John Beranek, KCOKKE made a
motion to pay the bills. Motion, seconded by Mel Cun-
ningham, KOV LA, was approved.

...Correspondence... Nothing received.
...Committee Reports...
Field Day — Field Day scheduled for June 23-24. Rich
Mehaffey, KBOARZ reported we could return to North
Bend and set up in St. Charles Parish Center.
Flea Market — KBOARZ reported St. Charles Parishis
studying liability insurance issue, which could result in
anincreasein rental fee. Heisworking on Flyersfor
the event, which is scheduled for July 21.
Hospitality — Nothing to report.
Education — Nothing to report.
Picnic — Dave Theophilus, WONRW reported the date
of September 23 at 530 PM had been selected. The
Board Meeting will commence at 5 PM on the same
date. Both events will be at the Theophilus home.
Christmas Party — Jane Mehaffey, KBOZUN led a
discussion on holding the party at DD ranch near Ash-
land. On a straw vote there was little support for this
party. Shewill look into other possibilities.
75" PARC Anniversary — KBOZUN passed around
treats she had prepared.
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passed around to sign to help. He a so reported Dodge
County Spotter Training would be held on April 18 at 7
pm at Extension Office in Fremont. PARC isaco -
sponsor of training. He reported PARC received a $200
grant from Region 5/6 Emergency Management.

ARES Net Manager — John Beranek, KCOKKE passed
around a sign-up sheet for Net Controls stations.

...0Old Business... Nothing to report.

...New Business... WorldRadio Article— Severa
copies of an article, “Kid on the Wire” in March 2007
WorldRadio were passed around. David Lohr, WOFBI/
JELIKY, wrote the article. He was on the bus trip to
Dayton in 2006.
North Bend School Program — KBOZUN reported the
Amateur Radio demonstration by PARC at North Bend
would occur sometime in the spring.
Repeater s — Lance Hoffman, WNOL gave an update on
repeater owner’s meeting. He hasanew CW ID on his
67 machine. Parts have been ordered for the 440 machine
owned by KFOMS.
Book Sale—WONRW reported on the Friends of the
Library Book Sale to be held at Fremont City Audito-
rium on April 12-15.
POT - For the Pot, Larry Marten, KOSW was drawn.
He was not present so $4.25 will be carried over to the
March meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting ad-
journed at 753 PM. Following adjournment, KFOMS
read two humorous pieces.

Recorded by Secretary Dave Theophilus, WONRW.

Public Relations — Nothing to report.

ARES - WONRW reported that the Region 5/6
Emergency Planning Expo would be held at the
Fremont City Auditorium on March 13. As
PARC/ARES will have an exhibit, a sheet was

Larry Martens K@ASW,
name wasdrawn.
Hewasnot present.

Oh N0l $4.25 Carriesto
next month.

Pioneer Amateur Radio Club
March 2007 Treasurer’s Report
SaVINgS....coveveeireieeisienenn $130.68
Checking......cccocovvereeiennne 808.24
TOTAL oo, $938.92
INCOME:
DUES ..ot $20.00
Total INCOME......cvcvveeeienne $20.00
EXPENSES: ! "
Newsletter ..o, $9.80
Total EXpenses.........cccceveuee. $9.80 #3% & (#
" ) $ * #




Hope all your antennas survived the wx. 1 lost the end off
1 element on my TH6. It works ok on 10M & 20M, but does-
n't like 15M at all. As far as | know, that is all the winter dam-
age | have. | put out the rain gauge, so as far as I'm con-
cerned, winter is over, OK ? ? OK!!

| have been doing some reading of emails sent to me

lately. They mostly come

from the ARRL. It deals with
dwindling memberships and
boredom at club meetings
and related events. | think
we all need to put on our
thinking caps and come up
with some ideas to re-
energize our group. | would
like to hear what you have to
say at the next club meeting.
What | don't want to hear is
anyone saying that some
else's idea is no good. | would like to hear all of your ideas
and then we can digest them later. | would like ideas about
field day, flea market, club meetings, & any other things we
do. Nothing is off limits. | would really like more people
stepping up with programs for club meetings. Itisn't easy
coming up with something every month. Mel did one on his
wire recorder. That really isn't a ham radio, but it was very
interesting. If you have something like that, please inform
Rich, KBOARZ. We would like to have you present you pro-
gram.

A big thank you to WONRW, WNOL, KOVLA, & NOLGU for
setting up and manning the display at the EPCRA Expo at
the city auditorium. There were quite a few other organiza-
tions there also. When it came time for the prize drawings,
PARC was represented well again. "I" won the grand prize.
It is a sight seeing tour of Fremont by airplane.

| know the wx is getting very nice, but please mark your
calendar and come to the club meeting on the 23rd.

STEVE KF@MS

Antennas & Stuff

(Continued from page 1)

During the code contest being held at the
Kearney ham convention in 1980, | was
checked out as the winner by Mac
McKinney, WAAP. The prize was a new
Vibroplex lambic Electronic Keyer,
which | did alot of practicing on and
found that | could not send with the old
bug anymore. Aspromised, | sold the
bug back to Tom. Harry, WORN, found a
McElroy semiautomatic key but | could
not send well on it either. | gavethe
McElroy back to Harry for the collection
and after Tom became a silent key, |
bought the old Vibroplex back from Cleo,
K@JFO.

It sits on the shelf with a code practice
oscillator hooked to it just waiting for me
to come back to it.

Once you have heard the code being
sent by an old semi-automatic bug, you
will recognize the double clicks on the
dits.

There are very few of these being
used, on the air, today so you don’t hear
them very often but it sounds really neat
in the hands of a good operator.

Just some old nostal gia about some @
landers who made a difference to me and
also to celebrate the demise of the code

exams in American Amateur Radio.
73 de KASW




Setup 6am.
Openat 8 am.
Hourly Door Prizes

Main Drawing—1 p.m.

Closeat 2 p.m.

Things to Remember

PARC Program— A video “Ammonia
Cloud” from Minot, North Dakota at this
Friday’s meeting.

Weather Spotter Training—

April 18th, 7 p.m. at Dodge County

Extension Office PARC is sponsoring.
We will need everyone to bring

something for refreshments—cookies,

bars, pie, cake.




