We're all invited to bring our favorite ham ra-
dio microphone, Morse code key, or “bug”. Each
will tell a little something about their item.

Suggestions to share:
Why is it your favorite?
What is it's sentimental value?
Does the item have an interesting history?
How did you get it?
How much did you give for it?
Or anything else!
Rich KBGARZ

Day 1 at the North Bend Elementary School Amateur Radio
Demonstration by the Pioneer Amateur Radio Club (PARC)
started off very promising. When | fired up the rig before the
demonstration started, KBGARZ and KB@ZUN had installed
a G5RV antenna on Sunday in place of the vertical antenna
used in past years./ There was also a good ground on the radio
thisyear. The noise
level wasalot lower
this year even though
the school computers
were till on.

| opened with some
introductory remarks
about amateur radio
and gave a brief intro
into propagation, solar
cycles, and afew let-
terson CW. Interest- -
ing enough, when | said the next solar peak would be around
2014, the 54th graders all announced, “That’sis when we
graduate”.

We then fired up therig. When | asked if the frequency was
in use on 14.268 MHz, the frequency cop gave me permission
to go ahead, but then wouldn’t come back to my CQ. Fre-
guency cops are strange peopl el

After several CQs with no luck, | even switched to 40 me-
tersaround 7.263 MHz , but
again no contacts. | couldn’t
even hear MIDCARS on 7.258
MHz.

So | went back to 20 meters
and in short order worked
KA1YBS, Timin New Hamp-
shire;

(Continued on center insert)

Way to Go!

Bob Kirchmann, got a
vanity call sign in April.
He is now WQICE!




Pioneer Amateur Radio Club Minutes
for April 2007

The Pioneer Amateur Radio Club gathered for din-
ner at 630 PM on Friday, April 27, 2007, at
Hero’'Gambino’sin Fremont, Nebraska.

The meeting was called to order at 730 PM by
President Steve Benke, KFOMS. There were 21 peo-
ple present, who introduced themsel ves.

KFOM S announced Fremont Tribune amateur radio
article would likely appear on Monday, April 30.

The minutes for the March 2007 meeting were ap-
proved as printed in the April 2007 PARC News.

The Treasurer’ s report was approved as printed in
the April 2007 PARC News. In addition, Rich Me-
haffey, KBOARZ made a motion to pay the bills. The
motion, which was seconded by John Beranek,
KCOKKE was approved.

...Correspondence...

Sharon Martens, KBOTVB reported she had received
a membership from John Green, KF4ITC from
Franklin, Tennessee. Heisafriend of Jim Kilby.
...Committee Reports...

Field Day — Larry Martens, KOSW reported Field
Day is scheduled for June 23-24 at St. Charles Parish
in North Bend. Let Larry know what egquipment you
are bringing. Hetook orders for Field Day T-shirts
for $12.95 and Field Day Pins for $5. If the com-
bined order is over $75, shipping will be only $12.
Flea M arket — KBOARZ reported he's collecting
prizes for the event at St. Charles Parish in North
Bend on July 21. He gave everyone 3 flyers, and
asked they be put up someplace. Givethe list of dis-
played sites to Rich and receive a pop. He will have
flyers at Wahoo. All the radio magazines are notified.
Hospitality — KBOTVB sent a thank-you note to Re-
gion 5/6 for the donation. She sent a get-well card to
David Smidt, KBOZUO, he was at the meeting.
Education — Nothing to report.

Picnic — Dave Theophilus, WONRW reported the
September 23 at 530 PM had been selected. The
Board Meeting will commence at 5 PM on the same
date. Both events will be at the Theophilus home.
Christmas Party — The date and location have not
been finalized yet, but will likely be December 7 or 8
at the Hoffman’s home.

e

Public Relations — Nothing to report.
ARES — Dave Theophilus, WONRW thanked everybody for par-
ticipating and providing food for Spotter Training co-sponsored
with Region 5/6 on April 18. Region 5/6 is also looking for volun-
teersto assist with the Mass Immunization Drill on May 5.
ARES Net M anager — KCOKKE thanked people for signing up to
be Net Control Stations for the Wednesday night nets.

...0ld Business... Nothing to report.

...New Business...

Special Event Station — KOSW pointed out there isinformation at
the bottom of the Flea Market flyer about the Special Event Station
on June 22-24 commemorating the 75" anniversary of PARC. It
was suggested a poster about the anniversary be displayed at the
Flea Market. It was also suggested perhaps the anniversary could
be a part of the PARC meeting announcements on cable TV.

North Bend School Program — Jane Mehaffey, KBOZUN re-
ported the Amateur Radio demonstration by PARC at North Bend
Elementary is scheduled for May 7 and 8 from 2 to 3 PM. Any-
body wanting to help should contact WONRW.

Nebraska QSO Party — KBOARZ reported the Nebraska QSO
Party was scheduled for April 28-29.

Repeater s — Lance Hoffman, WNOL reported the feed line on the
67 machine had been accidentally cut. Repairs have been made but
he islooking for one continuous piece of hardline. KFOMS re-
ported he has received the new crystals for his 440 machine.
Programs— KBOARZ said the May meeting would be on mics and
keyers. Everybody isto bring his or her favorite mic or keyer.

POT — Rich Mehaffey, KBOARZ was drawn. He was present.
The Pot contained $12.05.

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 800 PM.
Following adjournment, KFOM S read two humorous pieces.
KFOMS played a video about the Northern California DX Founda-
tion.

Recorded by Secretary Dave Theophilus, WONRW.

Rich Mehaffey’s name
was pulled. He was pre-
sentl, YEAH!!! The pot
had,$12.05in it.

Pioneer Amateur Radio Club
May 2007 Treasurer’s Report
SaVINGS....cov e $130.68
Checking.....cccccovevvvrvrennnn, 1,030.11
TOTAL oo $1160.79
INCOME:
DUES....oceeereee e $19.00
10% of Drawing Pot................. 1.20
Total Income......ccccvevveevrnnnne $20.20
EXPENSES: ! "
Newsletter .......ooeovvrevrereenene $9.80
Total EXPenses......cccevverennee $9.80 #$% & (#
" ) $ * #
* +o/$ ) : "_




By Larry Martens, KOASW

Our commander has asked for some info on “stuff” that happened in the
@ call district, so we started thinking about the “old” days when | worked
for Collins Radio Company in Cedar Rapids, lowa. Oneironic thing hap-
pened when the group from the Heartland DX Association was on our
way to Dayton Hamvention last year, at this time and we stopped near
Cedar Rapidsto pick up another ham. He was Todd's (KK@DX) father
and Todd told me that is dad had worked at Collins. When | had a chance
to speak to him, | remarked that | had worked for Matt Thomasin the
618T4 test section at Collins back in 1969. He replied that he had worked
for Matt Thomas in the 618T4 test section back in 1969. Wow! So we
had alot to talk about during our 1,500-mile trip on the bus with a great
bunch of hams. “Dayton or Bust!”

Collins Radio Company was started in 1933 by a young ham, by the
name of Arthur A. Collins (9CXX, later to become WGBCXX).

He became famous for his message handling with the ship Bowdin dur-
ing Macmillan’s Arctic expedition at atime when radio wasinitsin-
fancy and long-range message handling was tough to do. His homebuilt
receiver and transmitter were very beautifully constructed and worked as
good asthey looked. After word of his ability to build top rate equipment
got around, there were many people, including hams, that wanted his
transmitters, so he started building HF equipment in his grandparent’s
basement, during the depression years.

Lance, WNOL, & | made it into Omaha
for breakfast again. We have made some
arrangements to have a few of them come
out with their toys and see if we can do a
little more tuning on our equipment. | now
have all the necessary "stuff" to get the
444 .375 UHF machine going again. We
now need to do some tuning, but don®
have the expensive toys to do it. There is
a difference between using a HT and watt
meter & using a $15,000 meter to do your tuning with.

Anybody go to Dayton this year? ? We expect to hear about it at the
meeting if you did.

My calendar says next month is field day. It® not too early to start pre-
paring for it. Please let KOSW, Larry know if you have something you
would like to bring and set up. Hope to see everyone at the meeting, be-
cause we have a program again. Steve, KFOMS.

When Admiral Byrd asked Art Collinsto build
the radio equipment for his expedition to the
South Pole in 1933, Collins Radio Company re-
ceived incredible publicity. They would become
one of the world’ s leaders in design, development
and manufac-
ture of world-
class communi-
cations systems.

The Collins
Radio Company
built avery
solid reputation
during World
War Il with top-
notch high fre-
guency equipment that proved itself reliable in the
most rugged conditions. The surrender of Japan
was broadcast to the world by Collins transmitters
from the battleship Missouri. Later, the landings
on the moon were televised to the world by
Collins built communications systems.

When | worked at the plant in Cedar Rapids, the
comm. system for “Big Talk” network for the U.S.
Air Force was right next to the parking lot.
Watching the huge antenna arrays rotating to send
asignal to “Looking Glass’ or any other aircraft,
anywhere in the world was pretty heady stuff in
1969. | had enough security clearance to enter the
building and see the transmitters and control con-
soles. Of course, there were no pictures taken in
there.

Needless to say, Collins amateur radio equip-
ment was highly desirable and many hams, world
wide, scrimped and saved to afford it. Collins
built their equipment to be the best possible de-
sign and reliability, and that does not come cheap!
| remember the test |abs set up next to the receiv-
ing dock so they could check the quality and toler-
ance of component as they came off the trucks.

A book, written by Jay H. Miller, KK5IM, titled
“A Pictoria History of Collins Amateur Radio
Equipment”, is afine work on the life and com-
pany of Arthur Andrew Collins. His parking spot
had an A%Collinssign oniit. He became a“silent
key” in 1987.

Remember we have a special event station at
North Bend again this year — June 22, 23 and 24.
We are celebrating the 75" year of the Pioneer
Amateur Radio Club and Field Day!!

73 de KOSW




Radios In School
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WN@L, Lance in Saunders County; and KV4CQ, Tom mobilein
North Carolina. We finished off with a partial contact with a
mobile station in Dallas, TX.

When Lance was talking | asked the students to form an ideain
their mind what he might look like. Asthe last activity of the
day, | had them all write that down. Since Lance hopes to attend
the demonstration tomorrow, we can have some fun with what
they thought he looked like and what he actually looks like. A
scary thought!!

Thanks to NGLGU in Fremont who was also standing by to see
if he could work the school station. He could hear Lance but not
me. Just not the right band for that distance.

The same schedule holds for tomorrow (Tuesday). We will be
at the school from 2—3 p.m. and probably on 20 meters around
14.268 from 2:30—3 p.m.

DAY 2 -
Day 2 at the North Bend Nebraska Elementary School amateur
radio demonstration by PARC started off with the 16 students
reading their written \ideas of what SN@L would look like from
hearing his voice on our 20 meter contact Monday. They then
compared their ideas with the real thing, as Lance was able to
participate in the demonstration today. A large number of the
students thought that Lance would have a beard, which of course,
he does.

We called NOLGU, Dave in Fremont on both 20 meters
and 40 meters but he said later that he couldn’t hear us,
which is not surprising considering the band conditions,
the distance, and antennas. | didn’t hear asingle station
on 40 meters.

We then had a short QSO with K7CQX, Woody in
Phoenix, AZ.

Lance then
discussed QSL
cards and dis-
played afew of
his favorite
whilel found
the country on
aglobe.

Lance aso
discussed the
licensing pro-
cedures and
answered ques-
tions about

With that, that time was up so we passed out material
on the upcoming Field Day demonstration and Flea Mar-
ket to be held in North Bend, as well as two amateur
radio comic books that KBAARZ and KBZZUN had
prepared.

Thanks to KBGARZ and KB@ZUN for making the
arrangements and setting up the equipment, and to
WNGL, WAGSTV, and NOLGU for assisting with the
program.

A good time was had by all.

Dave T. WGNRW

how the stu-
dents could obtain licenses.

H had also brought his keyer, which he demonstrated by check-
ing if the students remembered a few of the letters we learned
yesterday. A few did.

| showed a solar image from today and compared the one sun-
spot with the image from yesterday and how that compared with
a solar image from 2001 with alot of sunspots.

Then it was on to 20 meters. Our first contact was with
WAGSTV, Joein Valley, NE who was waiting for us on 14.268
HMz. His signal really came up when he turned his beam to the
northwest and kicked on his amp. We hope the students will be
able to meet Joe when he comesto Field Day or the Flea Market
in North Bend this summer.
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Rich & Ross “planting” the new base for another tower at the
Hoffman’s place!
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