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 No name was pulled this 
month! 

 

Pioneer  Amateur  Radio Club 
    July 2007 Treasurer ’s Repor t 

     
    Savings............................... $130.68 
    Checking.............................. 919.72 
    TOTAL ........................... $1050.40 
 
    INCOME: 
    Total Income.............................0 
    EXPENSES: 
    Newsletter ............................ $12.00 
    Field Day Food & Postage..... 53.39 
    Total Expenses.................... $65.39 
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tions for the Wednesday night nets at 7 PM. 
 …Old Business… Nothing to report. 
…New Business…South Sioux City Hamfest –  WN0L reminded 
people of the Hamfest in South Sioux City on June 29-30.  The Flea 
Market flyers will be taken there for distribution. 
Repeaters – WN0L reported he and K0SW had worked on the 
146.67 machine but there was still a problem.  KF0MS reported he 
still has work to do on his 444.375 machine. 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 752 
PM.  Following adjournment, KF0MS read a humorous piece. 

Recorded by Secretary Dave Theophilus, W0NRW. 

� � � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � � �
 
 � � � �� � � � �� � � � � � � �

�� � � �� � � � �� � � � �

� The Pioneer Amateur Radio Club gathered for din-
ner at 630 PM on Friday, June 22, 2007, at the Field 
Day and Special Event Station site in St. Charles Par-
ish Hall in North Bend, Nebraska.  The meal was 
provided by PARC with additional food items 
brought by club members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 730 PM by 
President Steve Benke, KF0MS.  There were 19 peo-
ple present, who introduced themselves.   
 The minutes for the May 2007 meeting were ap-
proved as printed in the June 2007 PARC News. 
 Treasurer’s report was approved as printed in the 
June 2007 PARC News.  In addition, Lance Hoffman, 
WN0L made a motion to pay the bills. Motion sec-
onded by Rich Mehaffey, KB0ARZ was approved. 
…Correspondence… WN0L had received a card 
from a salvage company trying to unload “stuff” .  
…Committee Repor ts… Field Day and Special 
Event Station – Larry Martens, K0SW discussed 
Field Day operations.  He thanked KB0ARZ for his 
help in keeping everybody safe during Field Day 
preparations and operations.  
Flea Market – KB0ARZ gave an update on the event 
scheduled for July 21.  Free coffee will be provided 
this year. 
Hospitality – Sharon Martens reported Jim Kilby, 
KG0RD had to have an operation on his arm due to 
an auto accident.  
Education – Nothing to report. 
Picnic – Dave Theophilus, W0NRW reported the 
club picnic will be held on September 23 at 530 PM.  
The Board Meeting will commence at 5 PM on the 
same date.  Both will be at the Theophilus home. 
Chr istmas Par ty – The party will be on Friday, De-
cember 7 at the Hoffman’s home. 
Public Relations – Nothing to report.  
ARES – W0NRW gave an update on the assistance 
given to Three Rivers Public Health on their commu-
nications equipment.  The equipment will be demon-
strated at the July PARC meeting. 

�

 The AKSARBEN Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring a Ham-
fest on Sunday, October 7, 2007. We will have ARRL VE Ex-
ams, a couple of excellent forums, great door prizes, vendors, and 
tables available for YOU to sell your equipment! At this time, we 
are selling tables - only $7 each and there are a limited number of 
tables! If you want a table or a number of tables, email me and 
then send $7 per table to AKSARBEN HAMFEST, PO Box 
24551, Omaha, NE 68124 
 You will receive a confirmation which will admit you to the 
HAMFESTalong with your table. At this time, only 8 foot round 
tables are available. We will also be selling tables, pre-admission 
tickets, and raffle tickets at the August and September AKSAR-
BEN ARCmeetings. The August meeting will be on Friday, Au-
gust 10 and the September meeting will be on Friday, October 
14. 
 As they did last year, tables will be going quick. Email me to 
get your tables!!                               -73, Todd - KKØDX 
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 A rare Friday morning when I was off from work and had a chance to get on 
75 meters early and “ talk on the radio” , set off a round of nostalgic memories. 
 I was in a roundtable group with Harry WØRN (W7HC—SK), Don KØRJE, 
Arv KØIT and several others.  Harry had mentioned some P.A. system work he 
was doing and someone said something about the old AM broadcast station tower 
that used to be south of Harry’s and Jean’s house on east 16th street.  The tower 
was moved to east Military many years ago by Harry. 
 My mother was friends with a lady who lived right next to the old tower site.  
Mom used to go visit Elsie quite often and I was usually invited (conscripted) to 
go along.  The was about 1959. 
 I was always very interested in electric equipment and my toys included an 
old electric iron, an electric motor and some Christmas lights.  After setting the 
bedroom floor on fire and nearly breaking my neck trying to make an electric ele-
vator form my tree house, mom allowed me to go snoop around the big radio 
tower.??! 
 Wow, tat big tower with its beacon lights and guard fence around the little 
shack at the bottom was fascinating to a 10 year old electrical geek!  The warning 
“high voltage”  sign didn’ t bother me! 
 I followed the feed lines to a garage that had a really neat bunch of equipment 
in it.  Don’ t remember if mom called me or I was afraid of getting shot for tres-
passing, because I left before I managed to get electrocuted. 
 Radio fever was beginning to affect me after that exposure to broadcast RF.  I 
had found an old Airline model AM radio in the barn and got it to work.  All the 
signals and programs were really neat to hear and I just had to be able to “ talk on 
the radio” . 
 I went to the library and checked out all the radio books I could find about 
broadcasting. 
 After reading up, I was certain that I needed a microphone to be able to “ talk 
on the radio” .  My 1958 Allied Radio catalog had a very nice Calrad desk micro-
phone for the lofty sum of $9.95.  After informing my dad that he could invest  in 
my radio station, as the major stockholder, he said he would finance my mic if I 
would agree to feed the chickens and gather the eggs for the rest of my natural life.  
It took about 3 seconds to decide on my life of debt! My day said he had experi-
mented with radios and nearly was electrocuted so be careful! 
 My stockholder’s microphone arrived and was beautiful chrome and metal 
instrument with a single conductor shielded cord. 
 I managed to connect the mic wire to the radio’s volume control and the shield 
was tied to the chassis.  This old 5 tube AC-DC did not have a power transformer 
and one side of the AC line connected to the chassis.  Well, . . .  It worked!  I could 
now “ talk on the radio”  but not very loud.  Maybe if I get my lips real close to the 
mice it will be loud . . .  ZAP!!!  Dad was right! . . . Radio hurts! I got so bored 
talking to myself while standing on a rug.  I needed to get “on the air” . 

1961, or  so 
 Somehow, I had managed to get myself invited to the KFGT downtown stu-
dios on Sunday afternoon to very quietly sit in the control room and watch Jim 
Wirka WØVMP run the station. That was so neat, I just had to build a transmitter 
and get a phonograph to go on the air and “ talk on the radio”  like Jim did.  My 
library of technical books had a circuit for an AM broadcaster using a 50C5 tube as 
an oscillator modulated by another 50C5 with a 12AX7 preamp for the mic and a 
phonograph cartridge. Note: No power transformer needed—AC line cord to chas-
sis!!!                 

 After scrounging old TVs and 
radios all summer and sending ALL of 
my lawn mowing money to Allied Ra-
dio, I had a pretty impressive pile of 
junk to build my transmit-
ter/broadcaster.  An old 78-rpm phono-
graph amplifier chassis looked about 
right.  It had lots of holes and I could 
use the turntable and tone arm in my 
broadcast station.  Holes in a chassis 
were hare to come by.  We didn’ t have 
a drill. 
 After a month of troubleshooting 
(tinkering), I had a healthy 60 cycle 
hum signal on the old Airline radio 
across the room with no connecting 
wires.  Wow . . . Wireless on the air. 
 WOW—time to grab the mic and 
“really talk on the radio” . ZAP! 
 Remember the transformer less 
design with one side of the AC line to 
chassis? 
 Of course, I dropped the beautiful 
Calrad microphone on the cement floor 
and fractured the crystal element. 
 All was not lost, after consulting 
with my CFO (chief financial officer 
and stockholder, he said he would in 
vest in a new mic element.  All I 
needed to do was agree to feed the 
horses and cows the rest of my natural 
life.  Remember the chickens, too! By 
now the expectancy of my natural life 
was about 3 months, so dad wasn’ t 
sure he was getting a good deal. Too 
many electrocutions. 
 Most people would have given up on 
phone (voice) operations by now, but 
not ME! I was on the air with a pile of 
old 78-rpm records and copy of the 
Fremont Guide and Tribune paper for 
news stories. 
 After reading about market research 
in your coverage, I realized that my 
audience was a bit small. My mom 
could hear me on her upstairs radio if 
she wasn’ t tuned to KFGT, and my  
(Continued on Page 5) 
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dad could hear me on his car radio if he was in the driveway. 
 It was time to expand my coverage, I chose the call sign 
“XLDM”. The X was for a pirate radio station that I had read 
about in Mexico and my initials – LDM.  Some doctor had 
built a very high-powered radio station just across the border 
in Mexico and was heard all over the country. Well, our near-
est neighbors were two blocks away and I could not transmit 
on top of KFGT since their signal was so strong, I had to be-
come competitive somehow. 
 Voltage Doublers – WOW – the answer to increased trans-
mitter power without having to make a new transmitter.  It 
worked! After I put out the fire fro the toilet paper tube that I 
had used to wind the oscillator coil on. ZAP!! 
 We lived on a five-acre farm place, so I had lots of room 
and trees to string up a long, long wire antenna. 
 The books had said the antenna must not be more than 20 
feet long, well, mine wasn’ t over 20 feet HIGH! 
 With these newly refurbished facilities, I was able to send 
my 60-cycle hum and program over several miles. 
 Then I tried a marketing ploy, to cover up the signals of 
station KOIL on 1290 kilocycles. They were playing that new 
fangled “rock and roll”  music and my signal was tuned right 
on top of them. 
 The transmitter tubes ran very hot with too much plate 
voltage on them and the coil would ignite the cardboard once 
in a while. I learned to go off air when putting out the toilet 
paper tube fires because the high voltage was on the coil, and 
I had to live long enough to pay my debt for the microphone. 
Remember, the cows and chickens had to be tended to! 
 All this fame and notoriety was short lived. A visit from 
sheriff Pel McGee one day and my chief stock holder said 
“shut it of” !#&! 
 My junk was confiscated and the word clandestine radio 
was added to my technical vocabulary. 
 About that time (1963), Tom WØFXH started giving nov-
ice amateur radio classes at the old Navy Reserve radio room 
at Midland college. I could either continue my life of crime 
with bootleg radio and be electrocuted – or – learn about le-
gal “ham” radio with license and Morse code. 
 Well, I’d had enough phone operation by now and CW 
seemed to be cheaper, no mic needed. That’s why I like CW 
so much!! 
 

73 from KØSugarWhiskey 
P.S. My legal counsel, Carl WØGAJ, says the statute of limi-
tations had run out, so I can tell about this caper � � � ��
�

Antennas & Stuff 
(Continued from page 4) 

Flea Market Photos 
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 I have a heavy, heavy-duty three section radio tower 
(about 28© total  height) that I©d like to get rid of really 
cheap -- to someone who could use it -- rather than take 
it to Alters for scrap. It hinges at the bottom so it can be 
laid on its side. There is a steel bracket to brace the top 
part of the tower to the house. It also has a Ham II CD-
44 motor and controller with very little use on it.  
 Would anyone in your organization be interested? I©m 
in Council Bluffs. You can call me if necessary, 712-
323-0108. Again, I will get rid of it cheap. Its got to go.  
Thanks! Robert Miller 
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