NOBE Revisited—How Far We've Come

It was on 11/20/92 that we took a GE Master Exec I, a
TNC & a power supply out to Rich and Jane's. We put it
into a very expensive enclosure for safe keeping. | think
the label on the front said Hotpoint. It worked. It was on
145.03 MHZ. We could connect to NOBE and go on
from there to say, Columbus, Lincoln, or sometimes
Norfolk. My email address was-KF@MS@WNJLH#ENE.
NE.USA.NA. Lance had a BBS here in Fremont and we
would connect to him to pick up our mail. Just think, if
Al Gore hadn't invented the internet, we might still be
using packet radio. Once, | got a QSL card in the mail
with a question on the back. A guy wanted to know
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where NOBE was located. It showed up on his
heard list. He was from Wisconsin. Musta
been some ducting goin' on that day. I'm just
guessing that all that gear will smell like moth
balls forever. | got all the way out there to take
out the equipment and forgot my camera. |
took a pic after | got home. The gray box at
the bottom with the wires coming out it is a GE
Master Exec Il. It ran 35 watts if | remember
correctly. | don't think it ever failed to perform
in all that time out there. Next up the pile is a
35 watt power supply that sat in the freezer
compartment, er a, lower section of the enclo-
sure. The very top of the pile is an MFJ termi-
nal node controller. It was running the X1J
software. | remember one time we were going
to install an upgrade to the X1J software and
improved it so much it quit. Think about the
memory you now deal with and believe me
when | say that | only had 32K of memory on
board and needed the expanded 64K. It
stopped working very quickly. How times
change.
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