Arnie, KAGNCR emailed me last

week and asked if | had gotten in on two

occasions of tropospheric ducting, com-
monly called Trop, on 2 meters. | hadn’t
because | didn't listen at the right time
or place. So, this is a reminder that
along with severe weather also comes
instances of Trop, due in part to the
strong temperature and moisture gradi-
ents associated with the spring storms.
On 2 meters, the main listening fre-
guency for SSB is 144.200 MHz. An-
tennas normally use horizontal polariza-
tion, but if vertical is what you have,
give a listen.

There are Internet aids. For a graphi-
cal depiction of current Tropo condi-
tions, go to:

Check out
these
Web Pages!

http://www.mountainlake.k12.mn.us/ham/aprs/
For a six day forecast, try: http://www.
dxinfocentre.com/tropo.html which is derived
from numerical weather forecasts.

There are several upcoming weather events of
interest. The Central Plains Severe Weather Sym-
posium will be held at UNL in Lincoln on April 4.
Full details are at:

http://www.lincolnweather.org/cpsws2009.html

Even though we have already had our first bout
of storms, Severe Weather Awareness Week in
Nebraska and lowa is scheduled for April 6-10,
with a drill on April 8. Full details are available
from the NWS at: http://www.crh.noaa.gov/oax/

And finally, a big thank-you to Jared, KDGEFC
and Steve, KF@MS for reinstalling a dipole for
Bob, NOMRV.

Dave T. WONRW




PARC Minutes

February 27, 2009

Meeting called to Order by President Dave T.
and introductions made.

Minutes approved as printed.

Treasurer's Report approved as printed.

Hospitality - Nothing to report.

Field Day-June 27 and 28 arry, KBSW, re-
ported the North Bend site was being checked by
Rich for availability.

Flea Market -No Report.

Picnic- September 27thBoard Meeting 5:00
and Potluck at 5:30

Christmas Party - No Report
Net control sheet passed to members for sign up.
No net on March 11th because of Weather Spot-
ter's Training.

Dave T reported: OMMRS Training March 7,
9:30 to 4:00.

Spotter Training March 11 at 7:00 at Christen-
sen Field.

OMMRS equipment ready to install at Three
Rivers.

FAMC antenna is tilted and Dave has notified
them.

Old Business:None

New Businesgrom Dave T.—SWIARC Flea
Market - 8 a.m. at McClelland, IA.

ARRL NE Convention - March 21-8 a.m. to 4

Dan W7UP,
call was
pulled for the
pot of $4.28.
He was not
present. Pot

Lincoln, NE
Bob Holbrook, \MMRYV has Cushcraft R5 for
sale.
The Boy Scouts have been contacted that the
club will offer assistance for Merit Badge.
Drawing Pot - W@NRW's name drawn first and
he said "put it back, draw again" and Dan W7UP
was drawn - Not present- $4.28 Balance.
Meeting adjourned and speakers were intro-
duced: Brian Smith- WCM and Dan Nietfeld -
SOO.
Respectfully submitted Sharon Martens
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Spring has sprung in the Heartland and it i tilmthink about
antennas for the annual ARRL Field Day test, Juharil 28.

The parish hall in North Bend is already bookpdut thanks
to your hard working Prez, we have a chance toatdpst year’'s
fun in the sun at Camp Fontanelle.

We have a quest speaker for the club meeting Reday but
we should have a chance to take a vote on how memybers
would like to return to the camp.

Dave can tell us about the fees, but it was welth it last
year to use that facility. We have plenty of rofmmour anten-
nas and a nice picnic area also.

| promise not to break the flag pole rope Haks been replaced.

One of our new hams, Jarad, KDZEFC, has be¢hrap dif-
ferent towers already, helping out club members aritenna
repairs. Maybe we could do something for him tume. Just a
thought.

It was great to see the good ham turnout foNWS spotter
training class and REACT put on a great hostingpwdod food
and drinks. That will be a hard act of follow, &@nwe are to
host it next year.

Remember lightning season is upon us, so dorget to dis-
connect those antenna feed lines when storms gather

73 de KBSW
Pioneer Amateur Radio Club o =
Report - March, 2009 T
Savings ....cooveveeeeann. $ 130.68 / >
Checking.................... $ 853.8( i .
TOtal oo $984.48 Linda Kirchmann,
Income: WQ@ZIP is
DUES ..veooeeeee e $30.0¢9 nowaGen-
TOtal oo $3000 eralClass [ ~
Expenses: Operator. *
Guest Meals................. $11.84 Lance
Non Profit Fee ............ $20.00 says she
Newsletter................. $ 24.04 didn’t say
Total Expenses........... $55.82 if its 2-Star, 3-Star or 4-
Star or Brigadier.

ya
V' www.kOjfn.com

By Lance WN@L

The Lincoln Hamfest was a huge success with
over 500 in attendance. And PARC was very well
represented with the following:
Arnie Grubbs, Bob Kirchmann, Dan Steinhoff,
Dave Bauer, Dave Theophilus, Earl Fuoss, Frank
Veverka, Janet Fuoss, Jim Kilby, Jim Sweeney,
John Beranek, Lance Hoffman, Larry Martens,
Linda Kirchmann, Mac McCabe, Mel Cunningham,
Rich Mehaffey and Steve Benke.

Larry, Rich and Lance were there from beginning
till the end!
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Weather Spotter Training

Attended by
Over 100

The Dodge County Weather
Spotters Training was held earlier
this month in Fremont.

PARC was represented by
Dave Theophilus, John Beranek,
Steve Benke, Dave Bauer, Jared
Chrisman, Larry Martens, Mac
McCabe, Mel Cunningham, Lance
and Darlene Hoffman.

- 120 C

| participated in the North America QSO Party (NAQP)
RTTY contest on February 28 and March 1, 2009. | man-
aged to contact 151 other participants, including 1 Japanese,
1, Mexican, 8 Canadian and 5 Alaskan stations. The re-
maining were continental US stations, a total of 28 states.

By the following Saturday, my confirmations on LoTW
Climbed to 106. That is a whopping 70%!

By the following Thursday, the total reached 111, for a total
of 75 percent!

73 de WN@L
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