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   The 2009 Nebraska QSO Party will be active from 
1700 UTC on April 25, 2009 through 1700 UTC on 
April 26, 2009 (That's noon to noon Central Time!) 
   This is a fun event and a chance to help hams all over 
the world get Nebraska contacts. It's your chance to act 
like rare DX! 
   For more information and the contest rules, please look 
at the Heartland DX Association website:  

http://www.hdxa.net/neqso 
73, Art KØAIZ 

 
OBJECT: Stations outside of Nebraska work as many 
Nebraska stations and NE counties as possible. Stations 
in Nebraska work everyone. 
EXCHANGE: Stations outside of Nebraska send signal 
report and state. Canadian Province or DXCC Country. 
Stations in Nebraska send signal report and county. 
MODE: Modes of operation are CW, Phone (SSB, AM, 
FM, etc) and Digital (RTTY, PSK, etc.) Only one con-
tact per station per mode per band is permitted.  

Nebraska QSO Party 
Next Weekend 

   Art Zygielbaum KØAIZ  will be our 
guest speaker for our program for our meet-
ing on Friday, April 24th.   
   Art is our new section manager this year. 
   Please come prepared with any questions 
you might want to ask him and let’s give 
him a great Dodge County/ PARC wel-
come!  
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A Great Job Again! 

   Day 1 at the North Bend Nebraska Elemen-
tary School Amateur Radio Demonstration 
started off with seven 5th & 6th grade students. 
They had selected amateur radio as their dem-
onstration op-
tion. I forgot to 
find out what 
the other op-
tions were, 
but will do that 
tomorrow.  
   The Pioneer 
Amateur Ra-
dio Club pre-
senters today 
were Bob, 
WØICE; Linda, 
WØZIP, and me, WØNRW. After some intro-
ductory remarks about the hobby and display of 
some radio equipment, it was on to the HF rig. 
The rig and G5RV antenna had previously been 
installed by Rich, KBØARZ and Jane, 
KBØZUN. Jane is a teacher at the school.  
   The bands appeared to be in terrible condi-
tion so I wasn't really expecting much in the 
way of contacts. But to our amazement our first 

contact was with CO6LC in Cuba on 14.260 MHz. I think I 
was more excited than the students. I will even admit to not 
knowing CO6 is in Cuba until later when I found a prefix list.  
   We heard Lance, WNØL also working the CO6, but were 
unable to find him for a contact. We moved down to 14.255 
MHz and called CQ several times with no luck. We finally 
worked W4TRL in Florida to finish out the day. We listened 
briefly on 40 meters but it was so noisy with a lack of signals 
that we went back to 20 meters.  

(Continued on Page 4) 



check into the insurance. Darlene will check insurance w/ 
carrier.  
Picnic September 27—5 p.m. Board meeting, 5;30 pic-
nic.  
Christmas Party Dec. 5th -Steve made motion to go to 
Wooden Windmill, Joe seconded. Approved.  
Net Control: Mel had 9 check ins 
ARES:  OMMRS Training March 7th, WØNRW, 
KØVLA, KBØDYY attended. About 15 people there.  
Spotter Training March 11. We co-sponsor next year. 

OMMRS equipment ready to install at Three Rivers. It 
was supposed to be installed already. FAMC antenna 
tilted. Dave T. e-mailed them. If not fixed, Dave will fix. 
OMMRS is going to ask for local person at each site to 
oversee. Wahoo is now activated.  
Old Business: Thank you to Jarad KDØEFC and Steve 
for putting up Bob’s NØMRV dipole. Jarad went up Mac 
McDaniel’s NØOB tower to fix his Dipole. Thank you. 
New Business: Bob Holbrook, NØMRV has Cushcraft 
R5 for sale. 
    Book Sale  April 3-5 City Auditorium. Sunday every-
thing is half price. 
     Steve had his taxes done for free. For people over 50 at 
the library for AARP. 
     Central Weather Symposium coming up in Lincoln at 
33rd & Holdredge at East Campus. 
    Jane KBØZUN is trying to check into school ham edu-
cation. The day is not set yet. Rich & Jane will get the 
equipment there.  
    Lance got an e-mail from Sean KX9X. Scores will be 
out for CW, he was in 
11th place.  
Drawing for Pot. Joe 
Roberts was drawn, he 
was present. Club keeps 
10%. 
    Dave T. saw a friend he 
hadn’t seen in 40 years. 
He’s a slip seat driver de-
livering a truck to Dodge, 
NE. Dave picked him up 
in Dodge.  
    Adjourn: at 8:38 p.m. 

Submitted by Darlene 
NØLOP 
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�������PARC Minutes 
February 27, 2009 

Pioneer Amateur Radio Club 
Report - April, 2009 

Savings .....................  $ 130.68 
Checking ................... $ 838.27 
Total .......................... $969.95 
Income: 
Drawing Pot ....................... ..47 
Dues ............................ $ 30.00 
Field Day Donation ........ 10.00 
Total ........................... $ 40.47 
Expenses: 
Guest Dinner ............... $ 10.00 
Christmas Party Jane ... $ 21.00 
Newsletter ................... $ 24.00 
Total Expenses ........... $ 55.00 

   Dave T WØNRW called the meeting to order at  
7:30 p.m.      
   Introductions were made. 21 people present. 
   Introduction of Speaker: Joe Eisenberg, KØNEB. 
He was the general chairman of the Lincoln conven-
tion.  He said 540 were present at the Lincoln conven-
tion. Next year’s is Saturday. March 20, 2010.  
   April 4 th – Severe Weather symposium in Lincoln.  
Meet the weathercasters from Omaha and Lincoln.  
   Joe presented his program on Kit building.  
   Approval of Minutes as printed in PARC. 
   Approval of Treasurer’s Report as printed in 
PARC. 
   Hospitality - Nothing 
   Field Day June 27-28 Camp Fontanelle – Opted 
for Camp Fontanelle - $125 plus $2.50 per person. 
Larry KØSW asked what we think. Steve KFØMS 
made motion to go there. Joe WAØSTV seconded. 
Approved. Lance WNØL has 4 computers - wireless, 
networked for Field Day. Dave T. WØNRW will 
have his 3 Omni antennas. Larry wants to know what 
everyone is bringing for equipment.  Larry said shirts 
are $12.95. Caps are $9.95. Pins are $5. plus ship-
ping. Give your request to him by next meeting. Dave 
said last year we had to have 10 people for the break-
fast and it would be $4.50 each. Need count next 
month. North Bend not available this year. Lance 
asked if anyone saw the antenna launcher in QST. 
Lance built one.  
Flea Market, July 18 at St. Charles Church Hall in 
North Bend – Rich KBØARZ had flyers to pass out. 
5 tables reserved already.   Certificate for a logging 
program from Lance donated. Rotor and control box 
donated. Darlene is planning on the food.  We need to   



   I think we have “put a fork in winter” 
as the TV weather guys say. It is time to 
consider antennas for Field Day which is coming up June 
27 and 28. 
   We have the same venue as last year, so please let me 
know what antennas you want to try out this year so we 
can coordinate the site. 
   Lance has the computer logging network all set up so 
we can keep track of duplicate contacts on the various 
bands we will be using. 
   We will be taking orders for field day t-shirts, caps and 
pins at the next Friday night meeting of PARC on April 
24. 
   A big thank you to WØNRW Dave, WØICE Bob and 
WØZIP Linda for operating the school demonstration at  
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   In the ARRL Propagation Bulletin 16 writ-
ten by K7RA, much of the discussion was cen-
tered on the fact that while a band may appear 
dead at the bottom of the current solar cycle, 
just the opposite may be true.  You can read 
this bulletin at:  http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/
prop/ 
   There was also mention of using the HF bea-
cons to tell when the bands may be open.  The 
18 HF beacons are sponsored by the Northern 
California DX Foundation (NCDXF) and the 
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU).  
They operate on the 14, 18, 21, 24, and 28 
MHz amateur radio bands.  Since it only takes 
3 minutes to listen for all 18 beacons on a par-
ticular band, you can tell very quickly what 
your chances are for a contact.  Complete in-
formation is available at:  http://www.ncdxf.
org/beacons.html 
   There is a chart available that allows you to 
enter the beacon cycle very quickly.  All you  

need is an accurate clock.  The chart is found at: 
http://www.ncdxf.org/beacon/ibp.pdf  Accurate time is avail-
able from WWV or on the Internet at: http://nist.time.gov/ 
    Graphical real-time reception reports of the beacons are also 
available.  The closest one to Nebraska is at:  http://www.k8pz.
com/ 
    A graphical real-time representation of the optimum band to 
use to contact another CQ Zone is available from Radio Sport 
Canada at:  http://www.radiosport.ca/zoneprop/   We are in CQ 
Zone 4. 
    And finally, Art Zygielbaum, KØAIZ, the new ARRL Ne-
braska Section Manager will be our speaker at the PARC meet-
ing on April 24.  Let’s have a big turnout for Art. 

Dave T. WØNRW 

North Bend this year and hard work Rich KBØARZ 
and Jane KBØZUN for setting up the station used 
in the operation. 
   Please let me know what radios and antennas you 
want to use at the field day site and also finalize the 
order for t-shirts, pins and caps so I can get it sent 
into the league. 
   The HF bands have been pretty quiet with no sun-
spots to stir things up, but they will be back.—Hi. 

73, de KØSW  

   Here’s the PARC members at the Sioux City Ham-
fest: KØNEB Joe; KØSW Larry, KØVLA Mel, 
NØWZV Janet, NØXBJ Earl, WØGAJ Carl, W7UP 
Dan, KAØNCR Arnie and WNØL Lance. 
   Some sold and some bought. But according to 
Lance, it was another good time! 
    

PARC Members At Sioux City 



   But, I think that after our discussions    about solar 
activity and propagation, the students were very under-
standing. They were just happy to be the first North 
Bend class to make a DX contact the day before.  
    A big thanks goes to Rich and Jane Mehaffey, 
KBØARZ and KBØZUN for making the arrangements 
and setting up the equipment. The same goes for 
Linda, WØZIP and Bob, WØICE for helping with the 

demonstration. Also, 
thanks to everybody who 
was listening for us.  
The attached pictures 
today feature the stu-
dents, WØICE and 
WØZIP.  

Dave T. WØNRW 

Students And Ham Radio                          (Day 2 Continued) 
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   We will be back on the air in North Bend tomorrow 
between 230 PM and 3PM (1930 - 2000 UTC). Look 
for us around 14.260 or down in steps of 5 KHz. If we 
go to 40 meters it will be around 7.275.  
   I am attaching 3 pictures of the demonstration today 
taken by Bob, WØICE. Tomorrow I am going to grab 
the camera!  

Dave T. WØNRW 

   Today was the second and last day of the amateur ra-
dio demonstration for seven 5th and 6 grade students at 
the North Bend Nebraska Elementary School.  
The students had their choice of demonstrations of card 
games, guitar, embroidery, Yoga/Pilates, and amateur 
radio.  
   After more discussions about the hobby and a ques-
tion and answer period, it was again time for the on-air 
demonstration.  
   Today we were able to work Lance, WNØL, who is 
also a member of the Pioneer Amateur Radio Club. He 
lives southeast of Cedar Bluffs, Nebraska.  
   The signals on both end were strong enough to allow 
the students to actually use the mic and talk to Lance, 
which was one of our goals of the dem-
onstration. Jim, KBØDYY was calling us 
but the signal was too far into the noise to 
make a contact. This shows the problems 
of trying to make close-in contacts on 20 
meters.  
   After that we tried 40 meters with no 
luck. There was a lot of noise and very 
few signals. So, we tried some more on 
20 meters to no avail. Again, there were 
very few signals and even fewer strong 
signals.  

Day  
2 

Continued from Page 1 
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DMRAA Hamfest 2009 

April 25, 2009 
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Walnut Center  Building 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Www.dmraa.com/hamfest 

Falls City NE Hamfest 2009 
June 6 & 7, 2009 

Prichard Auditorium 
17th & Barada St 

 
Talk-in on 147.075  

Entrance Fee $4.00     Door Prizes 
FCC Testing    Tentative Fox Hunts 

ECOM Displays 

Vendors: D&L Antenna; WBØW; Associated Radio, 
Anderson Embroidery, Wire Strippers, NWS Valley, NE Hamvention 2009 

Dayton, OH 
May 15, 16, 17 

HamCon Colorado 2009 
ARRL 2009 

 Rocky Mountain Division Convention 

May 29-31, 2009 
www.HamConColorado.org 

 Top notch speakers, technical sessions, operating forums, 
Huge W1AW/0 station you can operate, VE session, trans-
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Rich KBØARZ   4randjme@futuretk.com 


