
July”. We’ll keep you posted on what 
they decided.  
   As for other news, Lincoln’s Ham-
fest  - the state Hamfest—is coming 
in March.  That is always a big event. 
I especially remember the weather 
two years ago during this event. The 
parking lot at the site was literally a 
skating rink.        
   Are you all getting cabin fever?  
Even though January has been more 
like late October or early March / 
April, it’s still winter, and that means 
we can’t get out-
side and do 
things like we’d 
like to.  So you 
be sure to come 
to the January 
PARC meeting. 
We’ll be looking 
for you. 

Darlene, NØLOP 
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· PARC Meeting—Friday, Jan. 27 

· Meeting for Supper—6:30 p.m. 

· Meeting Time—7:30 p.m. 

· HERO’S  / GAMBAINO’S 

· 1900 E. Military 

· Fremont, NE 68018 

· Bring a Friend  
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   Well, here we go. I’ve been se-
lected to be your president of PARC 
for 2012. I will try my best to fill the 
shoes (not really) that Dave T. left for 
us.  That will be hard to do. Dave 
was an awesome president for 3 
years!   
   This first meeting will see us ap-
pointing the chair people for this 
year. I would really like to see us 
have more participation in some of 
our activities, so if you have any 
ideas or suggestions, please bring 
them.  
   We will also be presenting the 
“Amateur of the Year” award at this 
meeting. Which leads me to the next 
subject.  You’re probably wondering 
what happened to our Christmas 
Party?  Well, it doesn’t feel much like 
Christmas anymore. So, Sharon 
KBØTVB and Jane KBØZUN came 
up with a couple different ideas.  
They are tossing around either hav-
ing a “Spring Fling” or “Christmas in  
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 NET CONTROL: John Beranek, KCØKKE thanked everyone for 
helping with the net. 
p.m. Dec. 3 
ARES: Dave T. said the Nationwide EAS Test on November 9 was not 
legible, mostly hissing. Skywarn Recognition Day is at 6 p.m. on Dec. 
2 to 6 p.m. Dec. 3, 2011. 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
NEW BUSINESS:  Jim Sweeney, KBØDYY said there is no hamfest 
by the Ashland club next year. 
   Jim asked if anyone listened to the phone net this morning. On this 
date in 1948 was the beginning of the 1948 blizzard and that’s why nets 
were started. 
   Steve Benke, KFØMS got a letter about ringing bells for the Slava-
tion Army if anyone is interested.  
POT DRAWING: WØICE, Bob Kirchmann’s 
name was drawn. He was present  and won the 
pot which contained $13.40. The club received. 
$1.34 of this.  
   The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

transceiver, both provided to the show courtesy 
of ICOM America, as well as a Comet CHV-
5X HF dipole and GP-1 antenna for 2 meters 
and 70 cm (courtesy of NCG/
Comet). 
   Amodeo told the ARRL that the radios are always 
on and lit whenever they are shooting scenes in the 
office. Hams on the Last Man Standing crew use 
the equipment to make contacts during their off-
time. Amodeo also said that he plans to add vintage 
equipment to the shack in the future. 
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   The Meeting was called to order by President, 
Dave Theophilus, WØNRW at 7:30 p.m. 17 peo-
ple were present. 
   The Minutes and Treasurer’s report were ap-
proved as printed in PARC News. 
   Skip Miller, WØKVM made a motion to pay 
bills. Rich Mehaffey, KBØARZ seconded. 
HOSPITALITY: Nothing 
EDUCATION: Jane Absent 
FIELD DAY: June 23-24, 2012—Larry Martens, 
KØSW asked everyone to think about where we 
want to go. 
FLEA MARKET: July 14, 2012—Rich said the 
date is now locked in at the church hall in North 
Bend.  
PICNIC:  September 23 or 30, 2012. Will be de-
cided as it grows closer. 
CHRISTMAS PARTY: December 3, 2011—Sign 
up sheet went around for a count for Jane. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
January, 2012 

   Savings  ................................................... $ 130.68 
   Checking ................................................ $1,184.79 
   TOTAL ................................................... $1,315.47 
 
INCOME: 
   10% Drawing Pot .......................................... $1.34 
   Dues ........................................................... $33.00 
   Field Day Donation ..................................... $10.00 
   TOTAL INCOME: ........................................ $44.34 
 
EXPENSES: 
   Ham of The Year Award ............................. $20.00 
   Web Page .................................................. $ 69.49 
   TOTAL EXPENSES: ................................... $89.49 
 

   If you watched the January 3 episode of Last Man 
Standing -- the ABC hit situation comedy starring Tim 
Allen as Mike Baxter, KAØXTT -- you were in for a 
treat. While this episode didn’t feature Amateur Radio 
per se, it did show Mike’s shack in the background. 
Viewers could see the DXCC, Worked All States, 
Worked All Continents and the Morse Code Proficiency 
Certificate -- all provided by the ARRL  Mike records 
his video blog. Sharp-eyed viewers spotted the 2012 
ARRL Handbook underneath the mini-tripod, next to is-
sues of QST! 
   The episode aired on January 17. Mike Baxter is 
KAØXTT. According to Last Man Standing Producer 
John Amodeo, NN6JA, Mike had a QSO on the show. 
“We had two Amateur Extra class staff members com-
plete a QSO on 10 meters and we recorded it,” Amodeo 
explained. “Unfortunately, we were set up on a stage that 
is basically a Faraday cage. The very QRP signal made it 
radio-to-radio. We varied the Receiver Incremental Tun-
ing to give it a little extra SSB sound, but I don’t think 
the signal made it much past the stage walls. The re-
cording will be on the show. We thought our ham view-
ers would get a kick out of it. Non-hams will think it's 
just distorted.” 
   Amodeo said that all the radio gear on the set is real, 
working and connected to antennas about 50 feet above 
the set. Mike’s shack boasts an ICOM IC-9100 HF/6 
meter/2 meter transceiver and an IC-92AD handheld 
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   I was asked to write about our 
adventure and expedition to work 
on the .67 WNØL repeater, the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving.  
I’m not much of a writer, but here 
we go. 
   Mac, WØUVQ, Lance, WNØL 
and I were up at the repeater site 
to figure out why the machine was 
not hearing signals very well.  It 
was a cold morning with freezing 
rain and the wind blowing from 
the north.  Perfect for antenna work. 
   The Bird® wattmeter, tools and service monitor were 
unloaded from the truck.  Lance opened the door to the old 
AT&T bunker which was crusted over with some ice and we 
went in to check things over.  Not too bad in there. 
   None of us noticed a new wire lead from a switch on the 
door to the power panel.  I was starting to troubleshoot the 
system, as per a plan that I had in my head to do a logical pro-
cedure to check the receiver, from feedline to the duplexer, to 
the input.  We suspected 
that the Polyphaser light-
ning arrester might have 
been fried, but it seemed 
to be ok.  Checked the 
transmitter power being 
fed to a dummy load 
through the Bird®.  All ok! 
     I connected the service 
monitor to the feed line 
and checked the receiver.  
It broke squelch at .1 microvolt, which is very respectable for 
a radio that’s probably 30 years old and been on the air 24/7. 
      I soon realized that Mac and Lance were talking to some-
one outside the shack, and next I heard someone yelling for 
me to come out with my hands up!  I laid the tools down and 
went out to see the Washington County deputy sheriff with 
one hand on his Glock service pistol, asking me if I had any 
weapons on me and to show some ID. 
       Mac and Lance were already standing at attention facing 
the icy wind. I managed to find my drivers’ license and asked 

the deputy what the problem was?  He said, “unless we 
can resolve this situation, you are all going to jail for 
trespassing”.  Ok, I can just see me using my one phone 
call to KBØTVB asking her to come bail us out of the 
Blair jail. 
       He said there was an intrusion alarm on the building 
and we had set it off. 
       Lance asked him to check with Don Morgan, 

KBØVIY, a Washington County deputy.  
He said Don was off that day! 
       I asked the deputy, very politely, if we 
could please sit in the truck while he ran the 

checks on us. 
       He pulled his truck in, so we couldn’t get out of the com-
pound and let us sit in Lance’s truck, for an hour, while he did 
his research.  He finally let us go back to work on the re-
peater. 
       I gathered the tools and hooked the feedline back up.  I 
cannot remember what I did, but the machine worked well for 
a couple months.  I totally lost my train of thought.   
       Lance said, “I got to see the business end of that Glock 
and lost my thoughts, completely!”                     

73 de KØSW 
 
   de WNØL:  Don, KBØVIY and I received written authoriza-
tion, in  2005, to use the building and tower, for Amateur Ra-
dio use.  Since then, one of the original users has moved out, 
and Don assumed that I had also left.  Consequently, he did-
n’t include me as an authorized occupant. 
    During the deputy’s research, I was asked for my cell 
phone number, which was given to the Washington County 
dispatcher who telephoned Don, at home.  Don then called 
my cell phone, I spoke with him briefly, then handed my 
phone to the deputy, and the two of them cleared up the mis-
understanding.   
    Now, it appears the high current power supply has failed 
and I am uncomfortable about another trip there to repair it.  
I have ordered new semicomponents, which are no longer 
manufactured, but NOS (new, old stock), was found.. 
    When the parts arrive, I hope to get Don to accompany us 
to the site. In the meantime, the repeater is operating, QRP! 
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   Friday night at the PARC meeting, we will be award-
ing the “Amateur of the Year” to the person voted to re-
ceive it back in October. 
   We will also be appointing  or retaining the chair peo-
ple for 2012 PARC. Come join us. See you there. 
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